Istvan Csakany, Bernsteinzimmer, 2010 (detail)
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Press release

ISTVAN CSAKANY

COLLECTION MUDAM
Exhibition from June 28, 2014 to February 8, 2015

Bernsteinzimmer (2010) by the Romanian-born Hungarian artist Istvan Csakany is a detailed and
complex reconstruction, completely in wood, of a private atelier. The effect of artistic alienation
brought about by the completely wooden construction gives the untidy cellar room, which seems
to have been just recently abandoned, something of the effect of a metaphorical mise en abyme,
a figurative repetition: an interior reflecting the everyday, ordered chaos of a man who takes
refuge in his tinkering and who has portrayed his own prosaic reality at life size.

In fact, with this atelier, Csakany recalls that of his father, the memory of which is today as rough
to him as the wooden design of the work. At the same time, this highly elaborate and skilfully
built replica of a typical kind of refuge seems to move within the deep-blue space of the museum
pavilion like an interstellar time capsule detached from space and time, which the viewer looks
into as into a foreign world.

With Bernsteinzimmer, Csakany additionally underlines how important skilled artistic work
carried out in a collective is for art, as he also does with the title's reference to the famous Amber
Room. This masterpiece of Baroque craftsmanship, which has become almost legendary owing to
its mysterious disappearance in the Second World War, was sent to Saint Petersburg from Berlin
in 1716 as a present by the Prussian King Frederick William | to Czar Peter the Great. It was

not just the perfect product of a masterly collaboration between now-forgotten amber carvers
with its creator, Andreas Schliter: its material and its history also gave the work a complicated
temporal structure that was interesting for the Hungarian artist.

Istvan Csakany was born in 1978 in Sepsiszentgyorgy (Sfantu Gheorghe), Romania. He lives and
works in Berlin.
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ISTVAN CSAKANY

COLLECTION MUDAM

Exhibition
From June 28, 2014 to February 8, 2015

Addresse and information

Mudam Luxembourg

Musée d’Art Moderne Grand-Duc Jean

3, Park Drai Eechelen, L-1499 Luxembourg-Kirchberg
t. +352 4537 85 1, info@mudam.lu, www.mudam.lu

Opening hours

Wednesday - Friday: 11 am - 8 pm
Saturday - Monday: 11 am - 6 pm
Closed on Tuesday

Entrance fee

Adults 5€

Under 26 years old, groups 3€

Mudami card (valid 1 year for 2 persons) 50 €
Under 21 years old free
Students under 26 years old free
Wednesday, 6 pm - 8 pm free
Images

Available on request

Press Contact
Valerio D’Alimonte, v.dalimontel@mudam.lu, t +352 45 37 85 633

MUDAM THANKS

Mudam thanks all the donors and the sponsors, and particularly
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as well as

SES, Arendt & Medernach , PwC , Delfin Sarl, UniCredit Luxembourg SA, Deutsche Bank Luxembourg SA , Banque LBLux, Prefalux, A Fleur
de Peau, Soludec SA, Dussmann Services Luxembourg, Vinci Park Services SA, EducDesign, Les Amis des Musées d'Art et d'Histoire.

Mudam is financed by the Ministry of Culture.
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Istvan Csakany, Bernsteinzimmer, 2010 (details)
© Photos: Miklds Suranyi



